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Dear FEDRAIL SA member, 

FEDRAIL NEWSBRIEF No: 26                                                                        30th July 2018 

Welcome to our fourth News Update of 2018 with more news from FEDRAIL SA and our members.  

News 
 
Following on from our last News Update we have further news on the changes at Friends of the Rail, The Red 
5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ōȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎƴŜǘΦ 
 

Transnet Freight Rail 
 
After issuing Tender 136 for locomotive scrapping Transnet advised that six locomotives at Millsite would be 
cut up after a successful bid had been received plus one locomotive at Witbank. 
The locomotives at Millsite are 15F 2908/2929/3075 & 3079 plus two 15CA 2041 and 2825. 15CA 2041 was 
subsequently swapped with 2803 at Millsite, previously sold to Michael Barclay. 
When FEDRAIL SA visited the site cutting was under way on 2908 but a few days later the process was put on 
άƘƻƭŘέΦ As the disposal was cleared by the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) it is unknown 
why this happened. Transnet was not available for comment but it does appear that there is an element in SA 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƻŎƻΦ C95w!L[ {! ŘƻŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎƴŜǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ 
collection for its museum and with thirteen 15F and two 15CA (now 4) in preservation one wonders who 
these people are. The income for disposal raises much needed funding for preservation at Transnet and such 
actions only prejudice this. By all means save the locos, bring your cheque book and move them within three 
months. Sadly, apart from Michael Barclay, no one seems to be putting their money where their mouth is. 
 

Members News 

Friends of The Rail 

In our last edition we alluded to some major changes at Friends of the Rail in Pretoria. These have now taken 

place and the operation is now known as Wonder Steam (Pty) Ltd. The new company was founded after 

Friends of the Rail got into financial difficulties and Wonder Steam came into being after offering funding to 

clear the debts. A new board has been formed comprising Andre Van Der Merwe, Ben Minaar, Les 

Labuschagne, Chuma Msingapantsi and Mondli Lukhozi. Les Labuschagne will take care of the day to day 

running of the new operation. 
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Hard at work on 15F 3117. 

Les Labuschagne reports on progress at the Hermanstad site 

Work has already begun on 15F 3117. This loco derailed and rolled over in the cutting at Cullinan in 2010 due 

to sleeper theft. It sustained cab, boiler, boiler stays and rivets, tender, lagging and front end damage in the 

accident. Gert, the boilermaker has been tasked him with the job of bringing her back into service asap. He has 

progressed way beyond all expectations. He has replaced the smoke deflectors, cut out and replaced all the 

damaged lagging, cut out the damaged and bent portions of the cab and footplate, manufactured new plates, 

rolled the radius of the plates by hand with a hammer and two pieces of railway line! This I have never seen 

done before and one cannot see the repaired areas it's so professionally done! The F will also have its hydraulic 

test shortly. Estimated commissioning date is middle August.  

15CA no 2850. 

 



A contract was awarded to Basil Gous to complete the restoration of the 15CA. The loco has been standing for 

over 20 years. The pistons and valves have been removed and new rings have been machined as the old ones 

had collapsed. The front end and smoke box door has been fitted, the motion and rods have been fitted and 

some extensive boiler work has been done.  We were fortunate in that Andre van der Merwe has registered 

welders that are certified to weld on boilers and some stay caps on the firebox end needed replacing. This work 

was done by Sipho, Andre's welder. Some tubes have been repaired as well as some elements.  The boiler 

inspector has inspected the boiler work and he is happy. The cab has been repaired.  We had to cut out some 

areas that were not in good condition and manufacture new plates and fittings. Our boilermaker that works 

for us is a master in steel fabrication, he is amazing I must say. The cab and lagging plates were sand blasted 

least week and have received two coats of primer. Our estimated time for commissioning is end August 2018. 

Ruston Hornsby diesel. (Ex SANRASM) 

This I took on as my own project and after some repairs to the starting engine, cleaning the injector pump, 

replacing some of the fuel line and flushing out the rest, replacing filters, repairs to the vacuum pump, oil lines 

etc, she started on the second attempt and runs very smoothly. I have been struggling to get the diesel to 

move but I have since discovered that the valve body in the hydraulic gearbox is seized.  I'm in the process of 

removing this and I'm sure shortly I'll have her running up and down the site. 

 

The Ruston Diesel ex SANRASM at Hermanstad after a good clean and just before start up. 

Friends of the Rail will continue to exist as a volunteer club that will assist with train operations and volunteer 

workΦ Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎƴŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳents featured recently in our News Update 24 that the original steam clubs 

must move forward to become viable business enterprises, FEDRAIL SA congratulates Wonder Steam on their 

forward thinking and that one of the oldest private preservation operators, Friends of the Rail, will continue 

albeit under new management. We also look forward to 15F 3117 and what was a Pretoria Celebrity 15CA 

2850 taking to the rails again. 

(Photos courtesy of Wonder Steam) 

 



Reefsteamers 

¢ƘŜ DŜǊƳƛǎǘƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ǌŀƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ά¢ǊŀƛƴǎΣ tƭŀƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜǎέ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ 

Magaliesburg on June 23rd June double heading a capacity train with 12AR 1535 and 15f 3046. Sadly with the 

loss of three coaches in the recent fire the train could have been even larger. 

 

Some low flying! Picture courtesy of Reefsteamers. 

Reefsteamers is at present trying to source more day sitter type units but these are not readily available which 

is proving a major issue as trains are running with much fewer passengers than normal.  

Sandstone Heritage Trust 

Heritage Day Weekend- Saturday 22nd September 

September is Heritage month in South Africa with Heritage Day on Monday 24th September. To celebrate 

Heritage month Sandstone will be holding an Open Day on Saturday 22nd September coinciding with this long 

weekend. 

 

NGG16 number 153 charges out of Grootdraai. 



Train rides from Hoekfontein to Vailima Siding will operate at 10h00, 12h00, 14h00 and 16h00. Other 

attractions will be Ox Wagon rides (with 36 Oxen inspanned for a demonstration!) and Military Vehicle rides 

while the famous Sandstone Heritage Collection will be open to view. Refreshments will be on sale with the 

Sandstone Shop open for memorabilia. 

Entrance is R200 for ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ wмнр ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ мнΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘǊƛǇΦ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

will be a day not to be missed. Contact Leigh Sanders or Alina Halafu on 051 933 2235 or e mail, 

leighs@sandstone.co.za  

Ceres Rail 

The Western Cape operator pulled off the coup of the 21st Century in putting the Red Devil, 26 Class 3450, back into 

steam and she ran her first trip to Robertson over the weekend of 13 to 15th July. As can be imagined each train was 

packed to capacity. On Sunday 15th 3450 suffered a piston packing problem at Ashton and it was decided to bring the 

train back to Cape Town by diesel to avoid any further damage to the locomotive. This problem has now been resolved 

and 3450 will make her next trip to Robertson from Cape Town on the 17th and 18th August. 

 

3450 at Artois on her transfer to Cape Town after refurbishment. Picture courtesy of Peter Rogers. 

Naledi Ringrollers 

Previously DCD Ringrollers, the company has been bought by Naledi Holdings (Pty) Ltd will be known in future as 

Naledi Ringrollers. 

New Members 

Apple Express Volunteers 

The support group for the Port Elizabeth based Apple Express narrow gauge operation has joined FEDRAIL SA 

as a corporate member. On behalf of the members and board may I welcome them and wish them every 

success for the future. 
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NG15 number 119 at the Apple Express Christmas Season 2018. Picture courtesy of Apple Express 

The Apple Express now has two certified NG15 locomotives with the recent addition of number 124 which has 

been restored by the Apple Express Volunteers. 

West Rand Steam Association and Museum 

This new group has been formed by Stephan Piek with a view to setting up a museum and also restoring an 

operating loco in the future. This is one of the first new associations in many years and we wish them every 

success. 

Fedrail News Updates 

Since our last newsletter we have published a number of interesting news items under the News section of 

our website. Have a look and see what you may have missed. http://www.fedrail.co.za/index.php/news  

Calendar 

The 2018 schedules can now be found oƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜǎ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ 

weeks. 

Reefsteamers 

4th August Magaliesburg Express. 

25th August Magaliesburg Express. 

1st September Irene. 

24th September Magaliesburg Express. 

http://www.reefsteamers.com/   

http://www.fedrail.co.za/index.php/news
http://www.reefsteamers.com/


Wonder Steam/Friends of the Rail 

From Pretoria to Cullinan. 

2nd September, 24th September.  

Tshwane Explorer. 

26th August (Open Day) 

http://www.friendsoftherail.com/joomla/   

Umgeni Steam Railway 

From Kloof to Inchanga. 

26th August, 8th September, 23rd September, 30th September. 

http://www.umgenisteamrailway.com/  

Ceres Rail 
 
From Cape Town to Elgin 
 
11th August, 25thAugust, 13th September, 27th September. 
 
Cape Town to Robertson- The Red Devil 
 
17th & 18th August June 
 
Atlantic Rail 
 
Cape Town to Simonstown 
 
No details available. 
 
http://www.ceresrail.co.za/trips/  
 
FEDRAIL SA Web Site 
 
http://www.fedrail.co.za/index.php/news 

Membership 

We urge all our readers who are non-members to join FEDRAIL SA.  If you belong to a private railway club or 

operator you might like to use the opportunity to promote your club so we can provide an opportunity for 

dialogue and cooperation. We would really like to hear from you. Members are invited to share this 

newsletter and non-members are invited to join FEDRAIL. Full details can be found on our website, 

www.fedrail.co.za under membership applications. You can also pick up the latest industry news on the site. 

Current members will have received their renewal notices by now and we urge them to make prompt 

payment for the 2018/2019 subscription. Reminder notices will be sent shortly for those members who may 

have missed the first invoice. 

http://www.friendsoftherail.com/joomla/
http://www.umgenisteamrailway.com/
http://www.ceresrail.co.za/trips/
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Join FEDRAIL SA now and add your voice to Railway Preservation and Rail Tourism in Southern Africa. 

Tailpiece. 

We are indebted to Peter Rogers and to John Carter for this Tailpiece 

 

The first a pair of 19Cs leaving Klipdale with the 10:20 Bredasdorp-Caledon goods in August 1975 - Photo: John 

Carter 

See also https://sites.google.com/site/soulorailway/home/system-1/back-from-the-ruggens 

 

The second a 19D leaving Klipdale with the 9:30 Bredasdorp-Cape Town Ceres Rail passenger excursion in June 

2018 

Two photos. Same place. 33 Years apart.  Who would have thought.....? 

https://sites.google.com/site/soulorailway/home/system-1/back-from-the-ruggens

